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germ of the disease, without presenting distinct
and microscopically visible corpuscles. The evil
developed itself chiefly in the chrysalides and the
moths, it was there that it should chiefly be
sought. There should be an infallible means of
procuring healthy seed by having recourse to
moths free from corpuscles."

This idea was like a searchlight flashed into
the darkness. Pasteur thus formulated his hypoth-
esis: "Every moth containing corpuscles must
give birth to diseased seed. If a moth only has a
few corpuscles, its eggs will provide worms with-
out any, or which will only develop them towards
the end of their life. If the moth Is much Infected,
the disease will show itself in the earliest stages
of the worm, either by corpuscles or by other un-
healthy symptoms."

Pasteur studied hundreds of moths under the
microscope. Nearly all, two or three couples ex-
cepted, were corpuscled, but that restricted quan-
tity was Increased by a precious gift. Two people,
who had heard Pasteur ventilate his theories,
brought him five moths born of a local race of
silkworms and nurtured in the small neighbour-
ing town of Anduze in the Turkish fashion, i.e.
without any of the usual precautions consisting
In keeping the worms in nurseries heated at an
equal temperature. Everything having been tried,
this system had also had its turn, without any
appreciable success. By a fortunate circumstance,